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Welcome
Welcome to the second ever NeuroLeadership Summit. This Summit, hosted in Sydney and covering the Asia 
Pacific region, signals a growing interest in the use of neuroscience in the workplace. We are thrilled to have 
some of the world’s leading researchers here with us in Sydney, including some of the founding fathers of 
several different fields. 

The theme for the Summit is ‘Making connections’. 

The Summit has been designed to maximise the connections you can make with both ideas and people.  
Rather than packing the day with session after session, there are a small number of important sessions, with time 
allocated to explore the implications and applications of new research. We have allowed a long lunch, a formal 
connection time, and pre dinner drinks to maximise the opportunities for interactions between people. 

The program is built around five topics, which appear to be emerging as the central organising principles  
for the NeuroLeadership field. 

These are:

! Making decisions and solving problems

! Staying cool under pressure

! Getting on with others

! Driving change

Underpinning all this is the fifth domain which is ‘knowing yourself ’, which in this case means understanding 
your own brain, and being able to catch it in action.

The NeuroLeadership journal, which will be published and available from the end of October 2008, also focuses 
on these topics. 

Participants at this Summit come from diverse fields and backgrounds. However they share a passion  
for improving the effectiveness of the communities they are involved in, and are hungry for hard science to  
help them. To make this the richest possible experience for yourself we encourage you to take the time to  
meet and dive into deep discussions with as many people as you can. Unexpected ideas emerge from 
unexpected conversations.

We are excited by our choice of location with an expansive view of the Harbour as well as the inspiration  
of artworks that challenge fixed ways of thinking. We hope the setting will inspire your own big thoughts. 

David Rock & Katharine McLennan
Co-Directors of the 2008 Asia-Pacific NeuroLeadership Summit 

 

Content Outline
Pre-Summit: 9th September 2008

Time Session Presenter Room/Venue

1.00pm Final registration process L6 Foyer

2.00pm Welcome  Art Kleiner Circular Quay Terrace

2.10pm Pre-Conference  
Neuroscience 101 

Matthew Lieberman,  
Ph.D., UCLA

Circular Quay Terrace

3.20pm Coffee Break

3.40pm Pre-Conference  
Neuroscience 101  
(continued)

Matthew Lieberman,  
Ph.D., UCLA 

Circular Quay Terrace

5.30pm Opening Drinks Harbour View Terrace

7.00pm Opening Dinner Harbour View Terrace

7.00pm Opening Dinner Harbour View Terrace

8.00pm Opening Keynote

How Attention  
Changes the Brain

Jeffrey Schwartz,  
M.D., UCLA

Harbour View Terrace

9.30pm Close

Other Notes: 
! Times are approximate, some changes may occur 

! Most sessions are structured to have 30–45 mins of question & answer style interaction

! Panel sessions are designed for maximum participant interaction

! Connection sessions are designed as an opportunity for self-planned interest groups (see registration desk in 
foyer for more information about convening or attending an interest group)

! The key note speaker sessions are being audio recorded and will be available for purchase (see order form at 
the back of this manual or the Summit registration desk)

2008 Sydney 
NeuroLeadership  
Summit
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Day 2: 11th September 2008

Time Session Presenter Room/Venue

8.00am Registrations/Bookstore

9.00am Keynote 5

Conscious and Unconscious 
Processes in Decision-making

Evian Gordon, Ph.D. Harbour View Terrace

10.30am Coffee Break

11.00am Breakout 5 
Panel Session 

The Neuroscience  
of Decision-making

Panel:  
Evian Gordon Ph.D.,  
Chris Blake, Sophie 
Crawford-Jones, 
Danielle Fraillon

Facilitator:  
Hamish McMaster

Harbour View Terrace

Breakout 6 
Panel Session

How Neuroscience  
can Improve Education

Panel:  
Matt Leiberman Ph.D., 
Patrick Newell,  
Shelley Evans,  
Dr. Faye Lambert

Facilitator:  
Andrew Mowat

Circular Quay Terrace

12.30pm Lunch Together Harbour View Terrace

12.45pm  
to 1.45pm

Keynote 6

Rewiring the Brain –  
Using Brain Plasticity  
to Enhance Learning

Norman Doidge –  
Lunch Keynote Speaker

Harbour View Terrace

2.00pm Breakout 7 
Panel Session

Coaching with the Brain  
in Mind: a New Science  
for Coaching

Panel:  
Dr. Lea Waters,  
Ruth Donde MBA

Facilitator:  
Linda Page

Harbour View Terrace

Breakout 8 
Panel Session

The Neuroscience  
of Cultural Change

Panel:  
Art Kleiner,  
Robert Wood Ph.D., 
Matthew Lieberman Ph.D.

Facilitator:  
Victoria Sherwood

Circular Quay Terrace

Session sponsored by

3.30pm Connection Time/Coffee Break Harbour View Terrace/ 
Circular Quay Terrace

4.30pm Keynote 6

Drive Change

David Rock Harbour View Terrace

5.30pm Summit Close

5.45pm Closing Drinks Venue to be advised

Day 1: 10th September 2008

Time Session Presenter Room/Venue

8.00am Registrations/Bookstore L6Foyer

9.00am Keynote 2

Know Thyself: the  
Latest Neuroscience  
of Mindfulness

Craig Hassed, MBBS, 
Monash University

Harbour View Terrace

10.30am Coffee Break Harbour View Terrace

11.00am Breakout 1 
Panel Session

What makes a great leader,  
and how can studying the  
brain improve leadership? 

Panel:  
Evian Gordon Ph.D.,  
Robert Wood Ph.D.,  
Craig Hassed MBBS, 
Michael Rennie

Facilitator:  
Katharine McLennan

Harbour View Terrace

Breakout 2

And so what?: an exploration of 
neuroscience in every day life

Dr. Carlos Raimundo Circular Quay Terrace

12.30pm Lunch Together Harbour View Terrace

2.00pm Keynote 3

Stay Cool  
Under Pressure

Matthew Lieberman,  
Ph.D., UCLA &  
David Rock including pre 
recorded interviews with 
James Gross; Amy Arnsten 
and Kevin Ochsner

Harbour View Terrace

3.30pm Connection Time/Coffee Break Harbour View Terrace/ 
Circular Quay Terrace

4.30pm Breakout 3 
Panel Session

Scientist and practitioner  
panel on staying cool  
under pressure

Panel:  
Matthew Lieberman Ph.D., 
Lorimer Moseley Ph.D., 
Richard Hill

Faciliator: Anne Riches

Harbour View Terrace

Breakout 4

NeuroLeadership  
and Motivation

Dr. Néstor Braidot Circular Quay Terrace

5.30pm Walk to the Intercontinental Hotel

6.00pm Drinks Treasury Room – 
Intercontinental

7.00pm Dinner Together Treasury Room – 
Intercontinental

8.30pm Keynote 4

Get On With Others

Matthew Lieberman,  
Ph.D., UCLA

10.30pm Close
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